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Paxtons, the valorous, heroic Paxtons, as he called
them, prating of God and the Bible, fifty-seven of
whom, armed with rifles, knives, and hatchets,
had actually succeeded in killing three old men,
two women, and a boy. This pamphlet became
known as the Narrative from the first word of its
title, and it had an immense circulation. Like
everything Franklin wrote, it is interesting reading
to this day.

One of the first effects of this -controversy was
to drive the excitable Scotch-Irish into a flame
" of insurrection not unlike the Whisky Rebellion,
which started among them some years after the
Revolution. They held tumultuous meetings de-
nouncing the Quakers and the whole proprietary
government in Philadelphia, and they organized
an expedition which included some delegates to
suggest reforms. For the most part, however, it
was a well equipped little army variously esti-
mated at from five hundred to fifteen hundred on
foot and on horseback, which marched towards
Philadelphia with no uncertain purpose. They
openly declared that they intended to capture the
town, seize the Moravian Indians protected there,
and put them to death. They fully expected to
be supported by most of the people and to have